Tesla award again

a highlight of area

power conference

Belore one of the largest banquet gatherings
in the 25 year history of the Area Power Confer-
ence, Edward W Verbarg and DavidH Kopecky
were presented as the 1978 winners of the
Nikola Tesla Award for "meritorious service to
the electric power industry ™

Verbarg 1s chawman of the board of
Bergstrom-Verbarg  Company,  Minneapohs,
while Kopecky is assistant to the general
manager of United Power Association, Elk Rwvar,
Minn.

The setting for the occasion was the Grand
Forks Armory Auditorium and, with about 700
persons looking on, the Tesla presentation was
made by the Westinghouse Electric Corporation,
as it has been since the Aword was instituted in
1968

In those 11 years, 27 individuals have been
honored. They are selected by a committee upon
racommendations from individuals throughout
the electrical industry

The Tesla Award is named in honor of the man
known as the "'master of electrical energy "and
racognized as one of the great scientific
geniuses of history

Four from Minnkota Power Cooperalive are
numbered among the select 27 who have been
honored at the Area Power Conference--Victor
M Edman, former president of Minnkota, in
1968, Andrew L. Freeman, general manager, in
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David H. Kopuecky Edward W. Verbarg

1969, Lyle Lund, assistant manager, in 1975,
and Ellel Krogen, transmission engineer, n
1977

Verbarg has a lifelong career in the world of
electricity. His business career was lounched in
1935 when he servad as regional sales manager
for the Kearney Corporation, leaving the firm in
1942 1o serve as s vaplainn the US. Army Air
Force He served as president of Bergstrom.
Verbarg from 1966 to 1977

When David Kopecky elected to enter the rural
aleatric cooporative finld, his first position was
with  Rural Cooperative Power Association,
Maple Lake, Minn 1n 1973, Kopecky was namod
special assistant to the general manager ot
United Power Assoclation, and promoted to
assistant 1o the general manager in 1977,
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